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I n France the drivers had to deal 
with very difficult conditions on a 
wet track, back in Belgium a few 

weeks later it felt like mid-summer 
with high temperatures and sunny 
conditions during the entire weekend. 
Lots of spectators came to Genk to 
see all classes in action.
Micro Max It is always a 
surprise who will be in front in the 
youngest Max category. Charles Op 
de Beeck won in Ostricourt, but it 
was Rens Vanpelt who got pole dur-

Exciting BNL Series at sunny Genk
ing his debut in Genk! The leaders 
of Ostricourt did not manage to get 
in front and had to deal with posi-
tions around the top 5 of the field. 
The first finals of the weekend where 
exciting - to be honest - actually the 
most exciting finals of the day. Every 
lap we have seen a different leader 
and it is great to see such a close 
racing between the youngest drivers 
in the championship. Even though it 
was hard to predict who would win, 
Charles Op de Beeck managed to win 

both races on Saturday. On Sunday 
again it was rookie Vanpelt who was 
the quickest driver over one lap dur-
ing the qualification. During the third 
final it Charles Op de Beeck was on 
the good way again, but got disquali-
fied. Overall Michael Kuiper was the 
best driver over the weekend in front 
of Rowan Grinwis and Lars Olofsen.
Mini Max No big differences 
were noticed during the first qualify-
ing session compared to Ostricourt. 
Gino Wetzels got pole position, only 

Fin Kooijman had some work to do 
with a gap of 0.5 seconds and a sev-
enth position while he finished sec-
ond in Ostricourt. Wetzels won both 
finals on Saturday while Stan Pex, 
the little brother of KZ drivers Jor-
rit and Yard Pex, had some difficult 
sessions. He finished in third posi-
tion on the first day and still needed 
to improve after a seventh qualifying 
position on Sunday. Frederic Op de 
Beeck managed to drive pole posi-
tion after a strong Saturday, but it 

was Jarno Benedik who won both 
finals. Gino Wetzels could not repeat 
his success of Saturday, but man-
aged to be to weekend winner with 
four points advantage on Frederic Op 
de Beeck. 
Junior Max Some very tal-
ented drivers were attending in the 
Rotax Junior field. It seemed to be a 
battle between international Rotax 
drivers Joel Affolter, Dave Blom and 
Tristan Viidas but last mentioned 
driver out of Estonia finished fourth 

ALL COMPETITORS NOTICED a BIG CONTRaST  
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in the first qualification behind Marijn 
Kremers. Dave Blom, one week ear-
lier in action during the WSK Euro 
Series at Genk, got pole position. 
During both finals on Saturday, Blom 

easily won in front of Joel Affolter. 
Viidas managed to improve himself 
to a third position. On Sunday the dif-
ferences became smaller, Blom drove 

pole position again, 0.007 seconds in 
front of Affolter and Viidas. After an 
exciting final, Blom won again while 
Viidas took over the second place 
despite of Joel Affolter. In the last 

final of Sunday, Affolter was at some 
point leading the race but got finally 
disqualified. Dave Blom won four out 
of four finals this weekend while Lau-

rens Beerten did a very good job to 
drive consistent over the weekend 
and finished as second in front of 
Tristan Viidas. 
Senior Max Just as in Ostri-
court, the Senior Max field was one 
of the biggest of the championship. 
Roy Curfs, always good in shape 
at this home circuit in Genk, man-
aged to drive pole position in front 
of Jordy Koullen who was quick but 
unlucky during the opening weekend 
in France. During not the most excit-
ing finals of the day, Curfs won both 
finals in front of Jonathan Knevels 
and Mathias Detige. Koullen retired 
in the first race and lost some impor-
tant points in the championship. He 
fought back on Sunday with pole 
position in front of Roy Curfs and 

Ramon Rietveld. He won the third 
final, but felt back into fourth position 
during the last final of the day. Kenny 
Vermeylen won convincingly. With 
two victories on Saturday, Roy Curfs 
was the weekend winner in front of 
Rietveld and Koullen. 
DD2 Again this weekend there 
was a high competition in the geared 
Rotax class. The unlucky Roy Bakker, 
who ruined his qualification in Ostri-
court managed to drive pole position 
in Genk in front of Huibers. During the 
first final it was actually Huibers who 
won after some exciting and defend-
ing laps. Jim Ringelberg and Patrick 
Pearce, both in front during the open-
ing weekend, where dueling around 
the top 5 but Ringelberg felt back in 
the field after he tried to pass. The 

Belgium driver Xen de Ruwe had a 
very good first final and a even bet-
ter second final. He managed to win 
being started from a third position.  
On Sunday again Roy Bakker got into 
pole position in front of Huibers. This 
time Roy Bakker won, Jim Ringelberg 
improved to second position.  Xen de 
Ruwe finished fourth, but won again 
in the second final of the day! Ringel-

berg finished second again. While 
de Ruwe won twice this weekend, 
Bakker was the weekend winner in 
the DD2 class. 
KZ2 At this home circuit in Genk, 
Yard Pex had a very good qualifying 
session. Even though he retired with 
engine problems in one of the last 
laps, he got pole position in front of 
the fast lady Chantal van Haandel. 

After the start of the first final Nigel 
van der Slik – started from the sec-
ond row – had some difficulties but 
managed to stay in front, he finished 
third behind Glenn Groenendijck and 
winner Yard Pex. 
The same Groenendijck needed to 
go into the pits due a broken front 
bumper and lost some important 
points for this weekend. In a beauti-
ful battle between the experienced 
driver Danny Bleek and Nigel van der 
Slik, last mentioned driver finished 

second behind again Yard Pex. On 
Sunday Nigel van der Slik showed 
again his speed with a pole position 
and won the third final while Yard Pex 
had a small incident with Chantal van 
Haandel who retired. Starting from a 
third position, Yard Pex took revenge 
and won the fourth and last final of 
the day in front of Nigel van der Slik 
and Nicky Morris. With no doubt, Pex 
was the weekend winner.
The final BNL Karting Series week-
end will be held at 7-8 August.

Micro Max
Rnd.2: 1) 14 Kuiper (Maddox) 200; 2) 
6 Grinwis (Maddox) 197; 3) 44 Olofsen 
(Birel) 197; 4) 75 Zegers (Energy) 190; 5) 27 
Roosens (Kosmic) 189; 6) 25 Buys (DR) 189; 
7) 35 Viverette (Birel) 186; 8) 23 Vanpelt 
(Birel) 181; 9) 70 Janssen (Zanardi) 173; 10) 
46 Van Der Wal (Intrepid) 170
Mini Max
Rnd.2: 1) 74 Wetzels (Birel) 208; 2) 11 Op 
De Beeck (Maddox) 204; 3) 18 Benedik 
(Birel) 202; 4) 6 Van Der Slik (Tonykart) 
186; 5) 2 Lievens (Gillard) 182; 6) 75 De 
Hoop (Energy) 182; 7) 1 Pex (Crg) 181; 8) 
61 Preining (Intrepid) 181; 9) 8 Esmeijer 
(DR) 179; 10) 21 Bens (Pcr) 175
Junior Max
Rnd.2: 1) 10 Blom (Intrepid) 220; 2) 92 
Beerten (Gillard) 195; 3) 2 Viidas (Kosmic) 
194; 4) 16 Kremers (Pcr) 191; 5) 27 
Cremers (Topkart) 180; 6) 33 Hoogaars 
(Birel) 178; 7) 50 Convents (Intrepid) 170; 
8) 51 Nittis (Gillard) 170; 9) 63 Eerden (DR) 
169; 10) 97 Schippers (M-Tec) 167

Senior Max
Rnd.2: 1) 14 Curfs (Tonykart) 210; 2) 33 
Rietveld (Intrepid) 195; 3) 5 Koullen (Birel) 
182; 4) 137 Detige (Tonykart) 181; 5) 44 
Adams (Tonykart) 181; 6) 277 Knevels 
(Tonykart) 180; 7) 47 Torenvliet (Tonykart) 
179; 8) 22 Vermeylen (Tecno) 177; 9) 27 
Baadjou (Birel) 172; 10) 52 Van Vlimmeren 
(Tecno) 171
DD2
Rnd.2: 1) 3 Bakker (RK) 209; 2) 4 De Ruwe 
(Topkart) 209; 3) 50 Huibers (Haase) 
204; 4) 24 Pearce (Maddox) 193; 5) 7 
Ringelberg (EKS) 192; 6) 11 Chittenden 
(Maddox) 183; 7) 71 Cleirbout (Maddox) 
182; 8) 14 Beuvink (Maddox) 181; 9) 5 
Verrycken 177; 10) 15 Calko (Gillard) 174
KZ2
Rnd.2: 1) 101 Pex (Crg) 215; 2) 22 Van Der 
Slik (Tonykart) 209; 3) 27 Bleek (Crg) 196; 
4) 69 Moris (Tonykart) 194; 5) 8 Housen 
(Merlin) 190; 6) 7 Povsé (Birel) 181; 7) 38 
Groenendijck (Energy) 180; 8) 24 Nix 179; 
9) 55 Kuipers 178; 10) 25 Claes 174

results

Above, DD2 podium with Pearce (left), De Ruwe, rnd.2 winner Bakker, 
and Huibers. Top right, Micro Max field with Olofsen (44), overall round 
winner Kuiper (14) and Vanpelt (23). Top left, Roy Curfs (14) dominates in 
Senior Max. Below, Junior Max class is dominated by Blom (10), here side 
by side with Kremers (16)

Above, MiniMax drivers with rnd.2 overall winner Gino Wetzels. Left, 
van der Slik gets a superb 2nd overall in KZ2 at Genk. Below, Birel driver 
Koullen (5) leads on rnd.2 winner Curfs (14) in Senior Max.

With two WINS on Saturday, 
Roy Curfs was weekend winner in 

front of Rietveld and Koullen
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